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mines. Lake Superior, and amassed a great
fortune, of which he gave liberally to Har-
vard. After visiting different museums in
Europe Agassiz was made curator of the
museum in Cambridge, which was founded
by his father. He was elected a member of
the National Academy of Sciences and other
scientific societies, and was recognized as one
of the great authorities on marine zoology.
AGASSIZ, lake.    See lake agassiz.
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LOUIS AGASSIZ
AGASSIZ, Jx)uis john- kudolph (1807-
1873), an eminent naturalist, son of a Swiss
Protestant clergyman. He studied at Lau-
sanne, Ziirich, Heidelberg and Munich. His
attention was first specially directed to the
study of fishes by his being called on to de-
scribe the Brazilian fishes. As professor
of natural history at Neuchatel he distin-
guished himself by his discoveries concern-
ing fossil fishes, and his researches led
him to propose a
new classification,
•whereby he di-
vided fishes into
four classes, dis-
tinguished by the
characters of the
skin. His system
has not been
generally adopted,
but the names of
his classes have
been used.
In 1836 Pro-
fessor Agassiz began the study of glaciers.
In 1838 he was induced to settle in Amer-
ica, where he was connected as a teacher first
with Harvard University and later with both
Cornell University and Harvard. He en-
gaged in various investigations and explora-
tions and published numerous works. In
1865 he made zoological excursions and in-
vestigations in Brazil, which were produc-
tive of most valuable results. Agassiz held
views on many important points in science
different from those which prevailed among
the scientific men of the day, and in particu-
lar he opposed the theory of evolution. His
most important writings are Researches on
Fossil Fishes, Glacial Systemsy Outlines of
Comparative Physiology and A Journey to
Brazil.
AGASSIZ, mottnt, an extinct volcano in
Arizona, 10,000 feet in height. There is an-
other peak of the same name in Utah which
rises to a height of 13,000 feel
 AGASSIZ ASSOCIATION, an organiza-
tion which was formed by Harlan H. Bal-
lard in 1875 to promote nature study among
young people. It was named in honor of
Louis Agassiz, the great scientist. The or-
ganization has spread over a large part of
the world and has as many as one thousand
chapters and from 12,000 to 15,000 mem-
bers. There are many advantages connected
with membership. A correspondence course
of free instruction on scientific subjects and
natural history is given, and prizes are of-
fered for original research. Headquarters
are at Sound Beaeh, Conn.
AG-'ATE, a variety of quartz usually
classified as chalcedony. Agates are varie-
gated, the colors being arranged in parallel
lines or so as to give the stone a moss-like
appearance. They are extremely hard, take
a high polish, and are used for making choice
marble and for ornaments. Agates are
found in many localities, but most of the
commercial supply comes from Uruguay and
Brazil. They may vary in color from pure
white to jet black, but shades of red are the
most common,
AGAVE, a gaJi've, a genus of plants, popu-
larly known as American aloes. They are
generally large, and have a massive tuft of
fleshy leaves with a spiny apex. They live
for many years—ten to seventy, according to
circumstances—before flowering. This long
delay gives them the common name of cen-
tury plant. When the time for flowering ap-
proaches, a tall stem springs from the center
of the tuft of leaves and grows very rapidly
until it reaches a height of fifteen, twenty or
even forty feet, and bears, toward the end,
a large number of flowers. When the fruit
has matured the stem dies to the ground.
The best known species is the common
American aloe, now extensively grown in
the warmer parts of Europe and Asia, The
sap, when fermented, yields a beverage resem-
bling eider, called by the Mexicans pulque.
The leaves are used as fodder 5 their fibers
are formed into thread, cord and ropes; an
extract from the leaves is used as a substitute
for soap; slices of the withered flower-stem
are used as razor-strops.
AGE. In law, age is applied to the pe-
riods of life when men and women are en-
abled to do that which before, for want of
years and consequently of judgment, they
could not legally do, Full age in male or
female is twenty-one years; this age is com-

